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sitting on a chair in the middle of the main entrance to Euston
Station enjoys about as much quiet and privacy as a farmer in this
territory, which is in reality the front door of Europe and the
only passageway at the disposal of those who wanted to go west
to conquer the European lands bordering on the North Sea, or
those who wanted to go east to plunder Russia. The constant
necessity of being prepared to fight on two fronts at the same
time gradually turned every Polish landowner into a professional
soldier and made every castle into a fortress. As a result, the
military side of life was stressed at the expense of everything else.
And commerce never took hold in a country where a state of war
was the normal condition of life.
There were a few towns, but all of them were situated in the
rcntreof the country and along the banks of the Vistula. Krakow,
n the south, has been built where the Carpathian Mountains dis-
solved themselves into the plains of Galicia.  Warsaw, in the
niddlc of the Polish plain, and Danzig, near the mouth of the
iver, depended for their business life on foreign merchants.
Mirther inland, however, the country was almost empty, for there
rcrc no other rivers until one reached the Dnieper, which was in
lussian territory, and Kovno, the old capital of Lithuania, never
;rcw beyond the status of a small princely residence.
Such buying and selling as were absolutely necessary were in
he hands of the Jews, who had fled to the outskirts of Europe
fhcn the Crusaders in their holy zeal had slaughtered the inmates
f several of the better-known Ghcttocs of the Rhine region. A
:w hardy Norsemen, such as had founded the Russian State,
light have done the country no end of good. But they never
amc to this part of the world. Why should they? There was no
>nvcnient trade route running north and south or east and west,
ad there was no city of Constantinople at the other end of tic
>ng trail to reward them for the fatigue and the hardships of their
ip.
And so the Polish people were caught between the Germans,
ho hated them because, although they were fellow-Roman
atholics, they also were Slavs; and the Russians, who despised
em because, although they were fellow-Slavs, they were not